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Cc – Vicky Ford MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Children andFamilies
Thursday 26th March 2020
Care Leavers and COVID-19
Dear Mr Williamson,
We, the undersigned, are calling on the government to ensure that care leavers are
properly supported throughout the coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis.
COVID-19 poses an unprecedented threat to the well-being of many vulnerable
young adults, including care leavers. Though necessary, social distancing exacerbates the loneliness already felt by many of those who do not have the usual family
support networks. Sudden changes to working patterns (and increasing staff sick
leave) also mean that local authorities and third sector services are struggling to fill
this support gap. If the current situation continues without emergency enhanced support, we fear deeply for the mental health and general well-being of many care
leavers across the UK.
With this in mind, we are asking the government to cooperate with local authorities
to ensure that special provisions are put in place to support one of society’s most
vulnerable groups. This may include:
•

Increased virtual contact from Personal Advisors;

•

Arrangements for virtual contact for young care experienced people no longer
entitled to statutory support but in need of it at this exceptional time;

•

Extra support to leaving care teams from those who have recently left the social
work profession;

•

Extra support to third sector organisations working on the front line with care leavers, enabling them to provide additional mental health support;

•

#Easily accessible information (such as an online portal) for care leavers (up to
and beyond the age of 25) on their rights and entitlements as well as advice on

where to find support during this crisis. This should include clear information on how
to access support from the Jobcentre;
•

And increased public information about care leavers as a vulnerable group to
encourage community or mutual aid groups to make them a priority.

We know that around half of care leavers experience mental health issues1 and that
around 40 per cent of care leavers aged 19 – 21 are not in education, employment
or training2. A crisis that will undoubtedly have a profound effect on our jobs market
and social services will be extremely damaging for a large percentage of care leavers.
We urge you and your colleagues, as corporate parents, to do everything in your
power to prevent such an impact and to ensure that our care leavers are properly
supported during this crisis.
We look forward to receiving your response and would be happy to discuss further.

Yours sincerely,

Martha Wansbrough
CEO of Drive Forward Foundation

Supported by:
Paul Smart (Co-chair, National Association of Independent Reviewing Officers)
Jon Fayle (Co-chair, National Association of Independent Reviewing Officers)
Deborah Jones (CEO, Voices from Care Cymru)
Who Cares? Scotland
Alison Toal (CEO, Voices of Young People in Care)
Brigid Robinson (Managing Director, Coram Voice)
TACT Fostering and Adoption
Balbir Chatrik (Director of Policy and Communications, Centrepoint)
Carolyne Willow (Director, Article 39)

1
2

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/neglected-minds.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8429/CBP-8429.pdf
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Lisa Payne (Senior Policy and Advocacy Officer, Migrant & Refugee Children’s Legal
Unit)
ECPAT UK (Every Child Protected Against Trafficking)
Rita Waters (CEO, National Youth Advocacy Service)
Louise King (Director, CRAE)
Enver Solomon (CEO, Just for Kids Law)
St. Christopher’s Fellowship
The Fostering Network

Contact for correspondence:
Megan Davies
Head of Political Engagement, Drive Forward Foundation
megan@driveforwardfoundation.org
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